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The Testimony of Women in Proving the Crime of Adultery in
Imamiyyah Jurisprudence

Prof.Dr. Ruhollah Akrami
Res.Mard Jarrah Sabr
Islamic Republic of Iran / Faculty of Law / Qom University

Abstract

The testimony of witnesses was and still is one of the evidence that proves all crimes, and was approved by man-made
and heavenly laws, so itis considered influential evidence in achieving justice.

Received verses and narrations refer to the proof of the crime of adultery testimony witnesses, and talked about the
number of witnesses required to prove, which pointed to the necessity of the four witnesses, and the difference
occurred in the possibility of proving the testimony of women, where some narrations indicated that it is not
permissible to prove the testimony of women at all, and other narrations to the permissibility of proving the testimony
of women, and these narrations have three directions, the first allowed the testimony of three men with two women
and two men with four women, and there are narrations indicating the permissibility of proving it by the testimony of
three men with two women only, and it is not permissible to prove it by the testimony of four women with two men,
but the jurists of the Imammiah they are unanimous on the inadmissibility of proving the crime of adultery by the
testimony of women alone. They differed in the permissibility of proving it by their testimony joined with men, as they
were divided into two groups, the first allowed to prove the crime of adultery by the testimony of women joining and
the second denied the permissibility of their testimony, whether individually or joined with men. Those who
permitted proof by the testimony of women were joined and their opinions were divided in several directions, based
on the narrations reported from Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). The famous opinion is the one that allowed their
testimony joined with men, and the majority of the jurists of the Imammiah with the opinion that the crime of adultery
is proven by the testimony of three men and two women for the married and others, and the testimony of two men
with four women and here proves the punishment of flogging without stoning. As for the other opinion, it is
permissible to prove the crime of adultery by the testimony of two women with three men, whether for the married or
for the unmarried, meaning stoning or flogging. The testimony of four women joining two men is not permissible. The
third opinion, which states that the crime of adultery may be proven by the testimony of six women with one man, is
an abnormal opinion that has not been accepted by all jurists except those who reported it.

Keywords: testimony , women's testimony , criminal evidence , the crime of

adultery , law of the Imamiyyah.
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